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mination that it should be brief. Bight years elapsed before his return 
to America to resume again the practice of law. Through his dispatches 
to the secretary of state and his letters to John Adams, to John Jay, and 
others the influence of French dominance in Dutch affairs is clearly pre- 
sented. From October 21, 1795, until May 28, 1796, he was in London 
for the purpose of securing the exchange of ratifications of the Jay 
treaty. The experience was an unpleasant one, for he became convinced, 
as he said, "that nothing will be conceded but to necessity, and every- 
thing will be obtained that artifice or cajolery can pilfer, or that in- 
solence under all the forms of courtly politeness can extort" (p. 471). 
He wished to be relieved from further diplomatic service, but on Au- 
gust 6, 1796, he received the news of his appointment as minister pleni- 
potentiary to Portugal. For upwards of a year, he remained at The 
Hague until the coming of his successor, William Vans Murray. Fifty 
letters of that period, the first part of volume n, supplement the account 
in the Memoirs of months devoted to "as steady and constant applica- 
tion as ever occurred in the course of my life. ' ' 

One of the last official messages of President Washington was a letter 
to his successor in which he said: "I give it as my decided opinion, 
that Mr. Adams is the most valuable public character we have abroad" 
(Memoirs 1 :193). Upon arriving in London, on his way to Lisbon, Mr. 
Adams learned that he had been appointed as the first minister of the 
United States to the Prussian court. His specific duties were to secure 
the renewal of treaties with that government and with Sweden. His 
extensive correspondence, between December 6, 1797, when he was re- 
ceived by the king of Prussia, until April 25, 1801, when he awaited his 
recall, constitutes a fine collection of material for the interpretation of 
the diplomacy and politics of the time. Naturally the stress is placed 
on the machinations of the French government. Of particular interest 
are his recommendations for the policy which he deems suitable for 
America. While one cannot say that President Adams followed his 
son's advice, the evidence presented in the second volume shows that he 
must have been greatly strengthened in his policy by that advice. The 
volumes are attractive in form, and Mr. Ford's editorial Work is satis- 
factory in all particulars. 

J. A. James 

Robert Fulton Engineer and Artist. His Life and Works. By H. W. 
Dickinson, A. M. I. Mech. E., assistant keeper, The Science 
Museum, South Kensington. (London: John Lane; New 
York: John Lane Company; Toronto: Bell and Cockburn, 
1913. 333 p. $3.00) 
Much has been written of Fulton 's life and work, not only in the form 

of biography but also in the somewhat numerous treatises on the history 
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of shipping. In many of the former accounts various inaccuracies and 
prejudices have been perpetuated, and it is therefore refreshing to see 
that the author of the present work has made but scant reference to 
these, and has proceeded direct to the original sources. Letters now in 
the possession of Earl Stanhope, and Mrs. Suteliffe, a great grand- 
daughter, the original Boulton and Watt manuscripts, and documents 
in the national archives in Paris are freely quoted, and not only throw 
an interesting light upon the personality of the man, but also upon the 
events of his time. 

The opening account of Fulton 's family history sets at rest the dispute 
as to his birthplace and places it definitely in Little Britain, Pennsyl- 
vania. As happened in the case of a number of other great engineers, 
Fulton began his life as| an artist, and it was in this connection that he 
first visited England, 1786-1787. That the prominence which canal 
building and methods of transportation occupied both in England and 
France weaned Fulton away from an artist's career is clearly brought 
out from his numerous letters to friends in England and at home. The 
account of his first visit to France and his dealings with the French gov- 
ernment, the invention of the first practical submarine and torpedo, and 
the building of his first model steamboat illustrate the perseverance and 
ingenuity of his character. The latter period of his life, beginning with 
his return to the United States, his trials and worries in connection with 
the building of the first steamboat to navigate the Hudson, and its 
triumphal success, form one of the most fascinating parts of the work. 

The full specifications, in appendixes, relating to his patents for steam 
propelled vessels, together with the reproduction of many plans, make 
a valuable addition to the text. The work throughout gives evidence of 
careful and painstaking research; and the numerous illustrations are 
particularly interesting. 

H. C. Sadler 

Raphael Semmes. By Colyer Meriwether. [American Crisis Biogra- 
phies.] (Philadelphia: George "W. Jacobs and Company, 
1913. 367 p. $1.25 net) 
This interesting volume is the latest 1 addition to the ' ' American 
Crisis Biographies." Its sixteen chapters are devoted to the most in- 
teresting phases of the wonderful career of Admiral Semmes. The titles 
of these chapters are well chosen and the general treatment is very sat- 
isfying to the reader. The bibliography on pages 358-360 indicates much 
patient research on the part of the writer. He had an excellent oppor- 
tunity for writing an interesting narrative, since the career of Semmes 
i Since this was written, a life of Daniel Webster has been published. 



